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THREE REVELATIONS

By Richard Jordan

John the Baptist was the forerunner of our Lord's earthly ministry. Their mothers were
cousins, but this was by no means the reason for John's interest in Christ. The Apostle
John is very clear that John the Baptist was "a man sent from God" (John I:6).

A REVEILATION FROM HEAVEN

To fully understand the significance of this we need to compare several passages of
Scripture. First, consider Matthew 21:23-25:

"And when He was come into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came unto Him as He was teaching, and said, By what authority doest Thou these
things? and who gave Thee this authority?

"And Jesus answered and said unto them, | also will ask you one thing, which if ye tell
Me, | in likewise will tell you by what authority | do these things.

"The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with
themselves...."

Proving themselves to be anything but honest inquirers, these religious leaders refused
to answer our Lord's question. The proper answer was obvious, however, even to them.

John the Baptist's ministry is aptly summed up in the phrase "the baptism of John," and
it is clear that his ministry had its origin in a direct revelation from heaven. Notice how
John himself confirms this as he says,

"And | knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same SAID UNTO
ME, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the same
is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost" (John 1:33).



Thus we learn that the Father in heaven communicated directly with John, and this fact
makes all the more significant Luke's words concerning his ministry:

"...THE WORD OF GOD CAME UNTO JOHN the son of Zacharias in the wilderness"
(Luke 3:2).

John's ministry came to Israel as a result of a direct revelation from heaven. He was, in
the truest sense, "a man sent from God."

A NEW BEGINNING

It is also important to remember that the ministry of John the Baptist marked a new
beginning in the national life of Israel. "The law and the prophets," Luke 16:16 tells us,
"were until John"--that is, they prophesied exclusively until John began his ministry--
"since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it."

"The law and the prophets” had long foretold the blessings that awaited Israel in her
kingdom. Now, with John, begins the announcement that the longed for kingdom was
"at hand." At long last, the promised kingdom was actually within the grasp of the
nation, hence we read of John:

"In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,

"And saying, REPENT YE: FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND" (Matt.
3:1,2).

This was the very heart of his message as "he came into all the country about Jordan,
preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins" (Luke 3:3). In Acts 13:24
the Apostle Paul summarizes John's ministry in these important words:

"When John had first preached before [Christ's] coming the baptism of repentance TO
ALLTHE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL"

Luke does not leave us in doubt as to the purpose behind all this:

"As it is written in the book of the words of Esaias the prophet saying, The voice of one
crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.

"Every valley shall be filled and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth:

"AND ALL FLESH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF GOD" (Luke 3:4-6).



John was "a voice crying in the wilderness" of Israel's unbelief, calling on the favored
nation to repent and prepare herself to receive her Messiah, to ready herself to function
as "a royal priesthood" and "an holy nation" in His presence and kingdom.

Thus it was that John introduced Israel to her Messiah, identifying Messiah to Israel
(John 1:31) and identifying Israel with her Messiah. Luke 7:29,30 indicates
that "the baptism of John" was "the issue of the day,"

A GREATER REVEI.ATION

Another great revelation about the person and work of Christ was given to and through
the Apostle Peter in Matthew 16. The passage reads thus:

"He saith unto them, But whom say ye that | am?
"And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.

"And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou Simon Bar-jona, FOR FLESH
AND BLOOD HATH NOT REVEALED IT UNTO THEE, BUT MY FATHER WHICH IS IN
HEAVEN.

"And | say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock | will build My church;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.

"And | WILL GIVE UNTO THEE THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: and
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven" (Matt.16:15-19).

There are actually two revelations here. First, the Father had revealed to Peter just who
Jesus was--"the Christ, the Son of the living God." Then our lord added

"And | say also unto thee." In other words, "Here is something additional'--a further
revelation.

And what was this additional revelation? Simply that He would of a surety build His
church on the solid rock of His Messiahship. Nothing--not even "the gates of hell" could
hinder Him from that purpose.

The next few verses clearly demonstrate why it was necessary to emphasize this at this
point:

"FROM THAT TIME FORTH BEGAN Jesus to shew unto His disciples, how that He
must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed and be raised again the third day" (Matt. 16:21).

The time so clearly marked by Matthew is important for Israel had resolved herself in
her rejection of her Messiah. Thus our Lord was not on His way to the throne just yet.
There was something else for Him first--the tree! As He begins to tell His disciples about



His impending death and resurrection--facts they never grasp until after His resurrection
(Luke 18:31-34, John 20:9)--He looks to the future with the promise of the completion of
His kingdom purpose and assures them of their part in it. It would only be delayed for a
while--not abandoned.

The cross was not to be the end for Israel. The mercy of God would offer them another
opportunity of repentance and of a genuine "new beginning" through the

coming of the Holy Spirit. (It is to this new beginning that Peter refers in Acts 11:15.
Pentecost did not mark the beginning of a new dispensation but rather of a new
experience--that of the indwelling Spirit as prophesied by Joel and others.)

Thus on the day of Pentecost Peter spoke with full authority as he warned his nation
that "God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ"
(Acts 2:36).

Luke's record of what follows is very significant:

"Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

"Then Peter said unto them, REPENT, AND BE BAPTIZED EVERY ONE OF YOU in
the name of Jesus Christ FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost" (Acts 2:37,38).

Notice that Peter's message to the nation in Acts 2:38 is essentially identical with John's
message in Luke 3:3. Thus the "gospel of the kingdom" preached by John is simply
updated by Peter in light of the further historical developments of the Cross, the
ascension of Christ and the coming of the Holy Spirit, and is preached by Peter in this
expanded form as "the gospel of the circumcision” (Gal.2:7, cf. Acts 3:25,26).

Those who are familiar with the record of the book of Acts know all too well that
although the nation was favored with the witness of God the Father through John, God
the Son in person in their midst, and finally, God the Holy Spirit in the believing remnant
of the Pentecostal church, yet she continued on "stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart
and ears," until Stephen could cry: "Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers
did, so do ye" (Acts 7:51).

THE GREATEST REVELATION OF ALL

Just as the time had ripened for the lord Jesus Christ to be "revealed from heaven in
flaming fire" to punish His enemies, we are introduced to another, indeed to an even
greater revelation than had hitherto been made known.

Our Lord now ascended up "far above all heavens," reached down and saved Saul of
Tarsus and gave him a further revelation--a revelation of His grace. Paul offers us his
"ordination certificate" in these words:



"But | certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.

"For | neither received it of man, neither was | taught it, but BY THE REVETATION OF
JESUS CHRIST" (Gal. 1:11,121.

"For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,

"If ye have heard of THE DISPENSATION OF THE GRACE OF GOD WHICH IS GIVEN
ME TO YOUWARD:

"How that BY REVELATION HE MADE KNOWN UNTO ME THE MYSTERY..."
(Eph.3:1-3).

And this further revelation from heaven, given to the Apostle Paul, clearly marks a new
beginning--not just for Israel, however, but for the whole world! Now, in "the
dispensation of the grace of God," Israel's kingdom is held in abeyance while God is
forming a spiritual unit of believers called the Body of Christ. Today, believing Jews and
Gentiles are being placed into "one body" on an absolutely equal basis, simply by faith
in the finished and accomplished redemption provided for all men by Christ at Calvary.
And it was to Paul that this great "message of grace" was first made know by direct
revelation from the ascended Lord in heaven's glory.

In this regard, | Timothy 2:4-7 is quite revealing:

"[God] will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

"For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
"Who gave Himself a ransom for all, TO BE TESTIFIED IN DUE TIME.

"WHEREUNTO | AM ORDAINED A PREACHER, AND AN APOSTLE, (I speak the truth
in Christ, and lie not;) A TEACHER OF THE GENTILES in faith and verity."

We now have the full floodlight of revelation on all that Christ accomplished at Calvary
for "all men"! And Paul clearly proclaims himself to be "the due time testifier" of these
great truths. Titus 1:2,3 should be read in this connection.

We see then that Paul too was "a man sent from God"--and what a glorious message of
a new beginning Christ has sent down from heaven for us today through him. We now
know that through His work at Calvary Christ has provided "a ransom for all,” the Law
has been abolished (Col. 2:14), Satan has been vanquished (Col. 2:15), the shadows of
religious rituals and ceremonies have been done away (Col. 2:16,17) and today even
the humblest believer is declared to be "complete in Christ," having been "blessed with
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ." No wonder Paul writes:



"Whereof | am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God, which is given to
me for you, to fulfill the word of God;

"Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is
made manifest to His saints:

"To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory" (Col. 1:25-27).

May we who have thus come to rejoice in the revelation of the riches of God's grace to
us in Christ, like Paul "also labor" that others too may hear and rejoice with us in "the
unsearchable riches of Christ.”

CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

By Evangelist Oscar Woodall

As we are involved in the ministry, both locally and nationally, we cannot help but
observe how contemporary theological issues are impacting the Body of Christ. The
following is a brief enumeration of a few issues facing the church today and
commentary concerning these issues as we see them at Eternal Life Ministries.

WHERE IS THE WORD OF GOD TODAY?

Did God promise to preserve His Word(s) for today and forever? If so, where? These
two questions are the focus for the current debate concerning the inerrancy controversy.
Although somewhat simplified, we find three basic understandings involving this issue:

1. There are those who say that Scriptural authority lies only in the "original"
manuscripts. Since these originals no longer exist, the resulting position of this
understanding precludes an existing Bible without error.

2. There are those who say that Scriptural authority lies in the extant Hebrew and Greek
manuscripts. This position dictates a Bible available only to language scholars. It is
deemed impossible for the "average" Christian to identify or interpret the "inerrant”
scriptures because of their lack of scholarship.

3. There are those who say that God has inspired and preserved His Word through time
and that for English speaking people we find the same (without error) in the King James
Bible. Those who promote this view emphasize the issues of God's fidelity and man's
faith.



The basic objections concerning the first position is obvious: Any discussion concerning
the quality of the original manuscripts is moot because they no longer exist. The real
issue is the accuracy and reliability of a text we can hold in our hand.

Those who promote the second position seem to find it hard to acknowledge that there
is more dissent concerning the variations in the existing Hebrew and Greek

manuscripts than about the KJV. For many of us it is far easier to accept the texts that
agree with our English Bible than to fall prey to the myriad of "alleged" language
scholars.

We thank the Lord that, by faith, we have accepted the authority of the King James
Bible. We rejoice that we need not defend it, but rather simply proclaim it. Having
observed God honoring this time--proven translation by the saving of souls and the
establishment of saints, we are confident of the authority of the KJV.

WHY THE REBELLION AGAINST
PAULINE AUTHORITY?

We observe a great resistance and rebellion against Pauline authority. This is to say
that few believers (especially pastors and those involved in various seminaries)
recognize that the commission given to the Twelve has been set aside. This
commission, and indeed the entire prophesied Kingdom program, are in abeyance
because of a later, greater commission given to the apostle Paul.

Our ascended Lord called out the “chief of sinners," Saul of Tarsus. This same man
became our apostle --"the apostle of the Gentiles" (Rom. 11:11), our "pattern™ (I Tim.
1:15,16), and our "wise master builder" (I Cor. 3:10). Thus it is Paul that we are
instructed to follow (1 Cor. 4:16; 11:1, Phil.3:17).

There is little hope for anything but confusion until and unless, organized Christianity
(so-called) recognizes that not all of the Bible is written to us. While all the Bible is
written “for" us, not all of it is "to" us.

WHICH GOSPEL ARE WE TO PROCLAIM?
As our apostle, Paul made the following clear:
1. We are saved by his gospel (I Cor. 15:1-4).
2. We are established by his gospel (Rom. 16:25).
3.We are judged by his gospel (Rom. 2:16).
With the clarity of God's Word concerning the issue of grace, how is it possible that so

many still confuse His program and message for the nation of Israel with what God is
doing today? Paul's epistles make it abundantly clear that salvation is a matter of God's



grace and man's faith (Rom. 4:5; 3:23,24; 6:23; 10:13,17; 11:6, Eph. 2:8,9, 2 Tim.
1:9,10, Tit. 3:5,6, etc.). Human attempts at righteousness

are totally unacceptable to God for He has made adequate provision for each and every
sinner.

It is our prayer that many would proclaim the unadulterated gospel of the grace of God
in this present evil world!

WHY WATER BAPTISM?

There is "one Lord, one faith, one baptism," Paul tells us in Ephesians 4:5. Despite this
truth many preachers and teachers insist on a multiplicity of baptisms. This insistence
constitutes a slap in the face of God for it demeans the operation of God (Col. 2:12) as
being insufficient. We are baptized by God the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ (I Cor.
12:13) and no ritual of man (though borrowed from God's earlier Hebrew program) can
add anything to that.

Only seven years ago my wife, Dorothy, and | came to understand that God's Word
means precisely what it says on this matter. In our travels throughout this country and
the world, we have found that water baptism is one of the most confusing and divisive
issues in the religion of man- kind.

Dorothy was raised in a religion that water baptized her as an infant as a part of her
"salvation." | was reared in a tradition where | was "immersed" at the age of thirteen (not
for salvation but as a "testimony"). Neither of us understood God's grace, the assurance
of sins forgiven, the one baptism, and the dispensation of grace until much later in our
lives.

In our travels we have encountered some who preach three baptisms, some two and
some one for the current Church age. Some would sprinkle, some pour. Some would
immerse two times forward, some one time backward. Some baptize in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit while others do so in the name of Jesus only. Some baptize
infants and others baptize adults only. Some

will say that you are not saved unless water baptized while others say that baptism is a
testimony only.

How sad! What a blessing it is to understand that Paul's commission did not include the
water rite of baptism (I Cor. 1:17). How reassuring it is to know that we are "complete" in
Christ and that man can add nothing to our position in Christ nor take away any of our
spiritual blessings "in heavenly places in Christ."

IN CONCLUSION
We put forth these issues in the hope that it might foster a greater understanding

concerning the Word of God and the principles of grace. Though some might consider
these topics as controversial, even divisive, we see them as instruments of blessing and



growth. If you have any questions, or comments, we would rejoice to communicate with
you by letter or phone or in person.




