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Three Pivotal Points

IN THE BOOK OF ACTS
BY RICHARD JORDAN

There are three pivotal points, three critical milestones, in the Book of Acts which,
if properly understood, shed light on the outworking of the purposes of God's
there recorded. First there is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, then there is the
outbreak against Steven (often overlooked but an event of tremendous
significance), and finally the outgoing to the Gentiles through Paul's
ministry.Consider each briefly:

THE OUTPOURING OF THE SPIRIT

Speaking "as the Spirit gave [him] utterance,” Peter explained the events
surrounding the day of Pentecost by saying:

"...ye men of Judaea and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you,
and hearken to my words:

"For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the
day.

"But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

"And it shall come to pass in the lastdays, saith God, | WILL POUR OUT OF
MYSPIRIT UPON ALL FLESH: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:

"And on my servants and on my handmaidens | WILL POUR OUT IN THOSE
DAY SOF MY SPIRIT; and they shall prophesy:

"And | WILL SHEW WONDERS IN HEAVEN ABOVE, AND SIGNS IN THE
EARTH BENEATH,; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:

"The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great
and notable day of the Lord come:

"And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall
be saved" (Acts 2:14-21).



Notice carefully the two distinct “I will" statements: "I will pour out of my Spirit.. |
will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath.” In other
words, God had promised to pour out His Spirit and then to send His wrath.

Peter's message very clearly points out that this is exactly the program being
carried out in early Acts. The Spirit of God had indeed been poured out to call the
nation Israel to repentance and prepare them for their coming kingdom. Surely the
wrath could not be far behind, coming, as it was, to "purge out the rebel” from the
wayward nation (See Acts 3:19-24; Ezek. 20:33-38).Thus he exhorts them:

“Therefore BEING BY THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD EXALTED, AND HAVING
RECEIVED OF THE FATHER TH E PROM ISE OFTHE HOLYGHOST, HE HATH
SHED FORTH THIS, WHICH YE NOW SEE AND HEAR" (Acts 2:33).

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was proof that the Lord Jesus had been exalted
to the Father's right hand. Having there "received of the Father the promise of the
HolyGhost, He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear." But there was
more

"For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The Lord said
unto my Lord, SIT THOU ON MY RIGHT HAND,

‘UNTIL | MAKE THY FOES THY FOOTSTOOL.

"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ"(VS.34-36).

While the outpouring of the Spirit testified to the fact that the Lord Jesus was the
Messiah seated at the Father's right hand, it is clear He sat there as a royal exile.
But this was only to be temporary.Quoting Psalms 110:1,Peter points out that God
the Father had in essence said to God the Son,as it were, “Come and sit at my
right hand in the heavens until it is time for You to return in wrath and in
judgement make your foes your footstool”.

The prophetic order was clear: first the Spirit was to be poured out, then Christ
was to return to pour out His wrath upon His enemies. Hence Peter's warning to
Israel:

"For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up
unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever
he shall say unto you.

"And it shall come to pass, that EVERYSOUL, WHICH WILL NOT HEAR THAT
PROPHET, SHALL BE DESTROYED FROM AMONG THE PEOPLE" (3:22, 23).

Thus the Book of Acts begins with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit to gather
the"Little Flock," the believing remnant to whom the kingdom was to be given
(Luke 12:32).This takes place against the backdrop of warning that God's wrath
was on its way, the stage having been fully set for the tribulation to begin. With
this in mind, we move to the next pivotal event:



THE OUTBREAK AGAINST STEVEN

As Steven stood before the religious council of Israel, he accused them of
resisting the witness of the outpoured Spirit so vividly on display in their midst:

"Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, YE DO ALWAYS RESIST
THE HOLY GHOST: as your fathers did, so do ye"(7:51).

Their response was that of further resistence and rejection, going so far as to
gather a “stoning committee™to silence Steven’s Spirit-filled witness against them.
The events which follow are of special significance:

“‘When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on
him with their teeth.

But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the
glory of God, and JESUS STANDING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD,

"And said, Behold, | see the heavens opened, and THE SON OF MAN
STANDING ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD" (7:54-56).

Don't read over this too lightly, for a tremendous change has taken place: In Acts
2 Peter warns them that Christ had sat down in heaven at the Father's rrght hand
until that time came for Him to return in wrath and destroy His enemies. In Acts 7
Steven sees Christ standing--no longer seated, but now “standing on the right
hand of God."

There is only one scriptural exrplanation for the change in His posture: the time for
the outpouring of His wrath had arrived "Our Lord was standing to do what Psalm
110:1 warned He would do: "make His foes His footstool.” In the words of Isaiah
3:13:

“THE LORD STANDETH UP TO PLEAD, AND STANDETH TO JUDGE THE
PEOPLE."

But what happened at that critical juncture? Why wasn't the wrath poured out?
Why even yet hasn't Christ returned to subdue His enemies and establish His
kingdom? These questions find their answers in Paul's subsequent minisfry;

THE OUTGOING TO THE GENTLES

The explanation for the delay in the outpouring of God's wrath is found in Romans
5:20's declaration that "where sin abounded, grace did much more abound."

At the very moment when the prophetic clock had reached the hour of judgment,
God in His grace interrupted the prophetic program by ushering in an
unprophecied program -a previously unknown purpose called "the mistery,” a
purpose which had been "Kept secret since the world began" but which now was
to be made known (Rom.16:25,26, Eph.3:1-9).

Thus, while in Acts 7 we see Christ standing at the Father's right hand ready to
return in wrath and destroy His enemies, in Acts 9 we see Him reach down and



save rather than destroy the very leader of the world's rebellion against Him. And
more: not only does He save Saul of Tarsus by His grace but He then sends him
forth-no longer to be Saul the oppponent, but now to become Paul the Apostle.
He thus says to Ananias:

“.....HE IS A CHOSEN VESSEL UNTO ME, TO BEAR MY NAME BEFORE THE
GENTILES, AND KINGS, AND THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL" (Acts 9:15).

Paul's own account of His commission from Christ is equally clear:
"...And he said, | am Jesus whom thou persecutest.

"But rise, and stand upon thy feet: for | HAVE APPEARED UNTO THEE FOR
THIS PURPOSE, TO MAKE THEE A MINISTER AND A WITNESS BOTH OF
THESE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN, AND OF THOSE THINGS IN THE
WHICH | WILL APPEAR UNTO THEE"(Acts 26:15,16).

Thus Paul goes forth as "the Apostle of the Gentiles"--a new apostle sent forth
with a new revelation concerning a new program and a new dispensation, "the
dispensation of sthe grace of God."

The prophetic program was based on salvation and blessing going to the
Gentiles through redeemed Israel (Gen.22:18; I1sa.59:2 0-60: 3, Luke 24:47, Acts
3: 25, 26, etc.). We see Paul going to the Gentiles, however, not in fulfillment of
the prophetic order, but in spite of Israel's rejection and unbelief.

Although Israel had rejected her Messiah both in His incarnation and resurrection,
God had a secret purpose to accomplish through Christ which was then revealed
to and through Paul. Just as the prophetic clouds of judgment lay heaviest on the
horizon, God in His infinite grace and manifold wisdom interrupted prophecy-that
which had been "spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world
began"--in order to usher in His secret purpose-"the mystery,which was kept
secret since the world began.”

Far from being the fulfillment of the prophesied Pentecostal program, the outgoing
to the Gentiles under Paul's ministry was the result of the new, secret program
revealed to and through him. Hence he writes:

"l say then, Have they [Israel] stumbled that they should fall? God forbid: but
rather THROUGH THEIR FALL SALVATION IS COME UNTO THE GENTILES,
FOR TO PROVOKE THEM TO JEALOUSY.

"Now if the FALL OF THEM BE THE RICHES OF THE WORLD, AND THE
DIMINISHING OF THEM THE RICHES OF THE GENTILES; how much more
their fulness?

‘FOR | SPEAK TO YOU GENTILES, IN AS MUCH AS | AM THE APOSTLE OF
THE GENTILES, | MAGNIFY MINE OFFICE" (Rom.11:11-13).

CONCLUSION



These three pivotal events demonstrate Luke's purpose in the Acts record to
present the fall of Israel and God's reason for sending salvation to the Gentiles
through Paul and apart from Israel and her program.

Rather than setting forth, as is commonly supposed, a pattern for us to follow in
the dispensation of grace, the Book of Acts explains why the program that was
begun in its early chapters has passed away. It demonstrates how God
interrupted that program just at the point when prophecy called for His wrath to be
poured out by inaugurating a new program of "grace and peace." It confirms
historically the declaration of the epistles of Paul that the fulfillment of prophecy
has for the present given way to the unfolding of the secret purpose of God's
grace-all revealed through the message committed to Paul by our ascended Lord
from heaven's glory.




